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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another 
filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, 
except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects 
for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application 
designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-4 and 27-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by US 
Patent Application Publication No. US Patent Application Publication No. US 2004/0260829 A1 
to Husak et al. (hereinafter Husak) 

1 . With regards to claim 1 , Husak teaches a method comprising 

receiving a packet comprising one or more sample blocks of a stream comprised of one 
or more packets [paragraph 187, a message made up of packets (a message being a packet, 
and the packets being "sample blocks"], and 

discarding any partial sample block of the packet that remains after detecting an end of 
the packet [paragraph 199]. 

2. With regards to claim 2, Husak teaches the method of claim 1 further comprising 
receiving an actual packet length for the packet, and detecting the end of the packet based 
upon the actual packet length [paragraph 7, ]. 

3. With regards to claim 3, Husak teaches the method of claim 1 further comprising 
detecting the end of the packet in response to receiving a sync signal of the stream [paragraph 
187, detection of the end of message by using the end-of-message- (eom) flag which is a sync 
signal]. 
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4. With regards to claim 4, Husak teaches the method of claim 1 further comprising 
detecting the end of the packet in response to detecting another packet of the stream 
[paragraph 187]. 

5. With regards to claim 27, it is of the same scope as claim 1 and thus is rejected under 
the same rationale. 

6. With regards to claim 28, it is of the same scope as claim 2 and thus is rejected under 
the same rationale. 

7. With regards to claim 29, it is of the same scope as claim 3 and thus is rejected under 
the same rationale. 

8. With regards to claim 30, it is of the same scope as claim 4 and thus is rejected under 
the same rationale. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art 
are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to 
a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 7 and 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
Patent Application Publication No. US Patent Application Publication No. US 2004/0260829 A1 
to Husak et al. (hereinafter Husak) in view of US Patent Application Publication No. US 
2002/0018474 A1 to Assa et al. (hereinafter Assa). 

9. With regards to claim 7 Husak is silent as to the method of claim 1 further comprising 
transferring only complete sample blocks of the packet to a buffer of a memory. However, 
Assa teaches transferring only complete sample blocks of the packet to a buffer of a memory for 
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the benefit of ultimately becoming efficient in packet transmission by providing a substantially 
higher data throughput [paragraphs 26 and 56]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to combine the teachings of Husak and Assa to transfer only complete sample blocks of the 
packet to a buffer of a memory for the benefit of ultimately becoming efficient in packet 
transmission by providing a substantially higher data throughput. 

10. With regards to claim 33, it is of the same scope as claim 7 and thus is rejected under 
the same rationale. 

Claims 8 and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
Patent Application Publication No. US Patent Application Publication No. US 2004/0260829 A1 
to Husak et al. (hereinafter Husak) in view of US Patent No. 6,747,977 to Smith et al. 
(hereinafter Smith). 

1 1 . With regards to claim 8, Husak is silent as to the method of claim 1 further comprising 
classifying any sample block having less than a defined number of bytes as a partial sample 
block. However, Assa teaches classifying any sample block having less than a defined number 
of bytes [the cells] as a partial sample block for the benefit of tracking what packets need to be 
discarded [column 16 line 59 to column 17 line 17]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to combine the teachings of Husak and Smith to classify any sample block having less than a 
defined number of bytes [the cells] as a partial sample block for the benefit of tracking what 
packets need to be discarded. 

12. With regards to claim 34, it is of the same scope as claim 8 and thus is rejected under 
the same rationale. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 5, 6, 31 and 32 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
With regards to claims 5 and 31 , the prior art alone of in combination fail to teach or fairly 
disclose receiving an expected packet length indicative a number of complete sample blocks for 
the packet, receiving an actual packet length indicative of a number of complete sample blocks 
for the packet, and accepting the number of complete sample blocks indicated by the actual 
packet length despite the expected packet length indicating fewer complete sample blocks than 
the actual packet length in combination with the limitations found in their respective parent 
claims. 

With regards to claim 6 and 32, the prior art alone of in combination fail to teach or fairly 
disclose receiving an expected packet length indicative a number of complete sample blocks for 
the packet, receiving an actual packet length indicative of a number of complete sample blocks 
for the packet, and accepting only the number of complete sample blocks of the packet 
indicated by the actual packet length despite the expected packet length indicating more 
complete sample blocks than the actual packet length in combination with the limitations found 
in their respective parent claims. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 2/5/07 with respect to claims 1,7,8, 27, 33 and 34 have 
been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

With regards to Applicant's arguments directed to claims 1 and 27, the Examiner 
respectfully disagrees. In the Husak reference, packets make up a larger message which is 
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analogous to sample blocks that make up a packet in the instant application. The Modified 
Partial Packet (MPP) mode, cited in paragraph 199 of Husak, discloses a "middle packet" (thus 
already having received a starting packet), having an EOM (end-of-message) flag that is used to 
reference where to start discarding packets from. The middle packet, being in a middle location 
within a larger message, is discarded along with the packets that are received thereafter thus 
only leaving the starting packet, thus anticipating the limitation "discarding any partial sample 
block of the packet that remains after detecting an end of packet". 

With regards to claims 7,8,33 and 34, they stand rejected for the same reasons as 

above. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to David E. Martinez whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-4152. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Donald Sparks can be reached on 571-272-4201 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Conclusion 
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